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SUBJ: MAY DAY IN DENMARK 

SUMMARY: MAY DAY DEMONSTRATIONS THIS YEAR WERE MARKED BY CURRENT 
POLITICAL STRUGGLE WITHIN DANISH LABOR MOVEMENT, WITH COMMUNIST 
PARTY DRAWING LARGEST CROWD IN MANY YEARS. ANTI-US ISSUES WERE 
RELEGATED TO MAIST AND OTHER CAUSE-ORIENTED GROUPS WHICH COMBINED TO 
MOUNT GOOD-SIZED DEMONSTRATION AGAINST CHILEAN JUNTA IN FRONT OF 
EMBASSY. 

END SUMMARY: 

1. MAY DAY FESTIVITIES IN DENMARK THIS YEAR WERE MARKED BY CURRENT 
HOSTILITY BETWEEN SOCIAL DEMOCRATS (SDP) PEOPLES SOCIALISTS (SF), 
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AND COMMUNISTS (DKP) WITHIN THE LABOR MOVEMENT. IN CONTRAST TO JOINT 
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OBSERVANCE CEREMONIES SOMETIMES HELD PREVIOSLY, EACH OF THE ABOVE 
THREE ' LABOR" PARTIES MOUNTED ITS OWN SEPARATE SHOW IN COPENHAGEN 
AND IN MOST PROVINCIAL CITIES. 

2. IN COPENHAGEN, THE VICTOR'S LAURELS IN THE POPULARITY COMPETITION 
FELL CLEARLY TO THE COMMUNIST PARTY, WHICH MANAGED TO ASSEMBLE 
10-15 THOUSAND FOR ITS DEMONSTRATION IN THE COMMONS PARK. IN 
CONTRAST. SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC GATHERING IN CITY HALL SQUARE DID NOT 
EXCEED FOUR THOUSAND, WHILE SOCIALIST PEOPLES PARTY DREW 

ONLY 500 TO MEETING IN FREDERIKSBERG. NUMERICAL ADVANTAGE WAS ONLY 
PART OF COMMUNIST SUCCESS; MORE SIGNIFCANT WAS FACT THAT VAST 
MAIORITY OF ITS CROWED CONSISTED OF YOUTH-ANTI-ESTABLISHMENT STUDEN- 
TS AND GROWN-UP FLOWER CHILDREN GATHERED IN FAMILY AND COMMUNE 
GROUPS FOR A SOCIAL EVENT AS WELL AS A POLITICAL DEMONSTRATION. 

ONLY SPRINKLING OF WORKING CLASS ADULTS WAS IN EVIDENCE. IN SUM, 
DEMONSTRATION SEEMED TO BE PROOF THAT YOUTH SUPPORT WAS RESPONSIBLE, 
AS DKP CLAIMS, FOR ITS SUCCESS IN RECENT PARLIAMENTARY AND COMMUNAL 
ELECTIONS. ON OTHER HAND, DKP CROWED BORE LITTLE RESEMBLANCE TO 
MILITANT, ECONOMICALLY SUPPRESSED, SHOULDER-TO-SHOULDER WORKING 
CLASS MASS MOVEMENT IDEALIZED IN SOCIALIST THEORY. AMIDST THE BABY- 
BUGGIES, TAG-PLAYIN CHILDREN AND NOISEY BEER VENDORS, ONLY A SMALT. 
PORTION OF THE ASSEMBLAGE APPEARED TONOTICE-LET ALONE CARE-- 
THAT CHAIRMAN KNUD JESPERSEN WAS URGING UNITY WITHIN THE LABOR 
MOVEMENT TO RESIST THE POWER OF MONOPOLY CAPITALISM. 

3. THE FORLORN GROUP OF SF PARTY LOYALISTS AT FREDERISKBERG HEARD 
PARTY CHAIRMAN-DESIGNATE GERT PETERSEN SOUND THE SAME THEME.. 

THE NECESSITY OF ALL THREE LABOR PARTIES TO COOPERATE TO ACHIEVE 
SOCIALIST GOALS. THIS POSITION IS NOW AGREED TACTICS BY BOTH THE 

SF AND DKP IN THEIR COMMON DEFENSE AGAINST THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS POLI- 
TICAL OFFENSIVE WITHIN THE LABOR MOVEMENT. BUT THE LIMITED ATTENDANCE 
WAS SYMBOLIC OF FACT THAT SF PARTY, LACKING ANY REAL BASE WITHIN 
THE LABOR MOVEMENT, IS ALSO LOSING ITS HOLD AMONG THE YOUNG RADICALS. 

4. IN THEIR VARIOUS PARADES AND SPEECHES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. 

THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS IGNORED THE QUESTION OF CLASS CONFLICT IN 
FAVOR OF THE HIGHER GROUND OF POLITICAL COMPROMISE WITH THE GOVT. 

THE RAPIDLY DETERIORATING BALANCE OF PAYMENTS POSITION AND THE SPIR- 
ALING INFLATION IS FORCING A BASIC POLICY CHOICE THIS SUMMER OR 
EARLY FALL, AND THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS EXPLOITED THE MAY FIRST 
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OPPORTUNITY TO BROADCAST THEIR NEGOTIATINGPOSITION 

VIS-A-VIS THE MODERATE LIBERAL GOVT. LO CHAIRMAN THOMAS NIELSEN, 

WHO SPOKE AT SONDERBORG, IN COMPANY WITH ICFTU GENERAL SECRETARY 
OTTO KERSTEN, STATED THAT THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC LABOR MOVEMENT 
WAS READY TO DISCUSS AN INCOMES POLICY PACKAGE ON CONDITION THAT: 

A SINGLE, LOW TAX RATE BE SET FOR ALL INCOMES UNDER 12,000 DOLLARS 
(75 THOUSAND KRONER), THAT THE GOVT'S SUGGESTED INCREASE OF VAT TAX 
FROM 1 5 TO 20 PERCENT BE WITHDRAWN, AND THAT THE PACKAGE AFFECT ALL 
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SOCIAL GROUPS EQUALLY. METAL WORKERS UNION CHAIRMANPAULUS ANDER- 
SEN, MAIN SPEAKER AT THE CITY HALL SQUARE IN COPENHAGEN, ADDED 
ANOTHER CONDITION- THAT PRELIMINARY STEPS TOWARD THE ECONOMIC 
DEMOCRACY PROPOSAL OF THE SDP AND LO BE INCORPORATED IN THE INCOMES 
POLICY PACKAGE. BOTH SPEAKERS REFERRED TO THE POSSIBILTY, IF 
THESE CONDITIONS ARE NOT MET, OF ELECTIOS THS FALL PRIOR TO THE 
COMMENCEMENT OF NATIONWIDE WAGE NEGOTIATIONS IN OCTOBER. 

5. INTERNATIONAL ISUES WERE LARGELY IGNORED BY THE THREE 

MAIN "LABOR" PARTIES IN THEIR PREOCCUPATIONWITH THE DOMESTIC STRUG- 
GLE, ALTHOUGH EVENTS IN PORTUGAL WERE HAILED BBY SEVERAL SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATIC SPEAKERS. EXPLOITATION OF OTHER TRADITIONAL 
THIRD-WORLD AND FOREIGN POLICY ISSUES, CONSEQUENTLY, WAS LEFT TO THE 
DIVERSE MAOIST AND LEFT SOCIALIST (VS) FACTIOS, WHICH COMBINED 
WITH VARIOUS CAUSE-ORIENTED GROUPS TO MOUNT A DEMONSTRATION IN 
FRONT OF THE EMBASSY. BACKED BY THE VS PARTY, THE REVOLUTIONARY 
STUDENTS ASSOCIATION (RSF), THE COMMUNIST LEAGUE MARXIST-! .ENTST 
(KFML) KRIM- AN ASSOCIATION TO REHABILITATE FORMER CONVICTS, THE 
PACIFIST NEVER MORE WAR SOCIETY AND THE CHILE COMMITTEE, THE DEMON- 
STRATION DREW A SURPRISING TWO THOUSAND 

PARTICIPANTS-ONE OF THE LARGEST IN THE PAST TWO YEARS. DEMON- 
STRATION FOCUSSED PRIMARILY ON ALLEGED US INVOLVEMENT IN ALLENDE 
DEMISE, BUT ANTI-NATO SIGNS WERE ALSO FEATURED. POLICE PROTECTION 
WAS ADEQUATE AND DEMONSTRATION ENDED WITHOUT INCIDENT. 

6. COMMENT: DANISH COMMUNIST PARTY IS CONTINUING T MAKE INROADS 
AMONG INTELLECTUAL AND RADICAL YOUTH GROUPS PREVIOUSLY THE POLITCAL 
DAOMAIN OF THE SOCIALIST PEOPLES PARTY. GALLUP POLL JUST PUBLISHED 
SHOWS DKP SUPPORT AT 5.6 PERCENT OF ELECTORATE, COMPARED TO 5.1 FOR 

SF. CONSOLIDATION OF THESE GROUPS AROUND DKP SUGGESTS POSSIBILITY 
THAT SF MAY BE THE FIRST VICTIM OF THE CURRENT STRUGGLE WITHIN THE 
DANISH LEFT. 
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